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To constitute extortion, money or some other thing of value must have been received. 


To constitute extortion at common law, there must be the receipt of money or some other thing of value.' The obtaining of a 
mere promise or agreement to pay which is unenforceable because of its illegality will not, in the absence of payment, 
support an indictment for extortion.” However, on its payment to the officer, the offense of extortion would seem to be made 
out.’ In this connection, the taking of a note, and the receipt of the amount of it when due, are sufficient to constitute the 
offense." 


A statute penalizing an officer’s exaction or acceptance of unauthorized compensation is violated if the officer demands the 
money and there is a meeting of the minds on the part of the officer and the party from whom the money is exacted.» 


It is immaterial whether the person of whom the unlawful fee is demanded pays it or whether the payor procures another to 


pay it on his or her behalf.° Under a statute so providing, it is immaterial whether the fee was collected by the defendant for 
himself or herself or for another.’ 
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Footnotes 

: N.J.—State v. Weleck, 10 N.J. 355, 91 A.2d 751 (1952). 

2 Fla.—La Tour v. Stone, 139 Fla. 681, 190 So. 704 (1939). 

3 Mass.—Commonwealth v. Dennie, Thacher Crim. Cas. 165 (Mun. Ct. Boston 1827). 


As to payment as affecting merger of attempt into completed crime, see § 4. 
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$ Fla.—La Tour v. Stone, 139 Fla. 681, 190 So. 704 (1939). 

i Fla.—State ex rel. Grady v. Coleman, 133 Fla. 400, 183 So. 25 (1938). 

6 Ohio—Gould v. State, 21 Ohio App. 26, 4 Ohio L. Abs. 718, 152 N.E. 788 (6th Dist. Lucas County 1925). 

ú Tex.—Townsend v. State, 121 Tex. Crim. 79, 51 S.W.2d 696 (1932). 
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